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 What would you do for the sake of love?  That’s an interesting question in 

light of the gospel that I just read.  It’s an interesting question in general, as a 

matter of fact.   

We hear a lot of talk about love in our world.  “Love is what makes the world 

go ‘round,” they say.  Love seems to be always on the minds of the young – and 

even the not so young, I suppose. 

Love motivates us in so many ways.  Love for spouse, love for parent, love for 

children.  We hear extraordinary stories of the length to which people go for the 

sake of love.  Stories of great passion, when it comes to love of significant others.  

Stories of great protectiveness when it comes to love of children.  Stories of great 

sacrifice even when it comes to any of these close relationships. 

And relationship is what love is all about, of course.  Relationship.  Close and 

binding and lasting and fulfilling relationship.  Relationship that is both inspiring and 

life-giving.  That’s what love is all about, isn’t it?  Love builds us up, supports us 

along our way, encourages us when we need encouraging, comforts us when we 

need comforting, picks us up when we fall on our faces, forgives us when we 

make mistakes.  Without love, I don’t know how we would make it in life.  Indeed, 

we all know that we are the sorrier without love. 

Jesus calls on those kinds of things in the gospel for today.  He says,  “If you 

love me, you will keep my commandments.”  It’s a statement about relationship – 

about a loving relationship – a mutually loving relationship.  He places the idea of 

following in his ways as a SIGN of our love for him.  “Those who have my 

commandments and keep them are the ones who love me,” he says. 

It’s not unlike what God the Father said to the Israelites in the Old Testament 

out of his great love for them.  "Obey my voice, and I will be your God, and you 

shall be my people" (Jer.7:23). 

And just as there is a blessing in being loved by another, so also there is a 

blessing contained in what Jesus says about keeping his commandments.  “Those 

who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to 

them." 

This too is not unlike the blessings promised by God to the Israelites in the Old 

Testament.  Psalm 119:2-3,  “Happy are those who keep his decrees, who seek him 

with their whole heart,  who also do no wrong, but walk in his ways.”   
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And Proverbs 3:1-2, “do not forget my teaching, but let your heart keep my 

commandments;  for length of days and years of life and abundant welfare they 

will give you.” 

It makes sense.  We all know that when we walk within the bounds of the 

love that we know, it does go well with us, and life is good and abundant and rich.  

The opposite is true as well, as we also know.  When we DON’T walk within the 

bounds of the love that we know, when we STRAY from our relationships, we get in 

trouble. 

God makes that just as specific when he gives the Israelites the Ten 

Commandments.  “For I the Lord your God am a jealous God, punishing children 

for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those who 

reject me, but showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those who 

love me and keep my commandments” (Ex.20:5-6). 

The prophets were even more pointed in delivering that message.  

Nehemiah says, “Remember the word that you commanded your servant Moses, 

'If you are unfaithful, I will scatter you among the peoples’ ” (Neh. 1:8). 

Should we be so surprised?  Do we not already know what happens when 

we stray from the primary relationships that we already know in life?  We hear of it 

all the time:  divorce, broken families, children not speaking to parents, parents 

ignoring children, broken hearts all around.  I suppose the point is that God’s heart 

– and even Jesus’ heart – can break too. 

And so Jesus says, “If you love me, keep my commandments.” 

Yet I do not believe that Jesus is emphasizing the latter part of that 

statement as much as he is emphasizing the first part.  “If you love me,” he says.  

Jesus wants to know, do we love him? 

Later in this same gospel, in John 21, Jesus presses that question with Peter.  

“Do you love me?” he asks.  Three times he asks this chief of apostles, “Do you love 

me?”  And three times Peter answers, “Yes, Lord, I love you.  You know that I love 

you.”  And after each response, Jesus gives a command, “Feed my sheep.” 

It’s nearly the same point as the gospel for today, “If you love me, you will 

keep my commandments.” 

But as I said, I don’t believe it is as much about following the commands as it 

is about the question of love.  Otherwise why would Jesus have asked it three 

times of Peter? 

Let me state it a different way.  There is no such thing as HAVING love 

without WALKING in love.  In other words, love that is INWARDLY felt has an 

OUTWARD EXPRESSION of it.  It simply is not possible to have love without 

demonstrating it.  And in fact, it is when we do NOT demonstrate it in our primary 

relationships that we get questioned about our inner feelings. 

But does not Jesus’ love for us have an outward expression?  Do we not 

KNOW and FEEL and SEE everyday the love of God for us, poured out in blessing 

upon blessing?  Even when we stray and are not deserving of that love, do we not 

STILL hear God calling us back to him, offering forgiveness, welcoming us back into 
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his loving arms, and all for the sake of the great love of Jesus who took our sins to 

the cross for us? 

Even here, there is an outward expression of the great love that God has for 

us.  The point is love.  His love.  His steadfast and unchanging love – as opposed to 

the sometimes changing loves of this world.  The point is God’s love.  The point is 

always the love.  Not the blessings, but the love. 

So it is with Jesus.  As it is with the Father, so it is with the Son.  The point is love 

– Jesus’ love for us.  Jesus’ living and abiding love for us.  How can those who 

believe live without it? 

And so he speaks of just how enduring his love will be for us in today’s 

gospel.  “I will not leave you orphaned,” he says just before his ascension to the 

Father.  “I am coming to you.  In a little while the world will no longer see me, but 

you will see me;  because I live, you also will live.  On that day you will know that I 

am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you.” 

Jesus does not leave us orphaned.  Jesus does not abandon us.  Jesus, who 

would go to the cross of death for his love for us, would not even abandon us after 

his resurrection and ascension.  Of course he wouldn’t. 

Because it’s all about relationship.  It’s all about relationship.  Jesus’ enduring 

and abiding relationship with us.  Close and binding and lasting and fulfilling 

relationship.  Relationship that is both inspiring and life-giving.  With love that builds 

us up,  supports us along our way,  encourages us when we need encouraging,  

comforts us when we need comforting,  picks us up when we fall on our faces,  

forgives us when we make mistakes.  Without THAT love, I don’t know how we 

would make it in life. 

Jesus can do this in ways that no human being can ever do for us, 

regardless of how much they love is.  Jesus’ love is above all others.  And we are 

graced with it. 

And it IS all about relationship.  How lucky we are to have it!  How blessed!  

And because Jesus loves us that much, he wants us to love him as well.  “If you 

love me,” he says.  “If you LOVE me – as I love you – keep my commandments.” 

That is the point of today’s gospel.  “If you love me as I love you.”  There is 

no burden here.  No burden at all in the command.  Only love and grace.  Only 

love and grace. 

Thanks be to God for this life-giving, grace-filled love of Jesus Christ! 

 


