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 The sights and stories that have been a daily part of the news coverage 
for the past three weeks have been something like we’ve never seen before 
when it comes to demonstrations and movements, haven’t they?  It’s 
extraordinary just as a national movement.  More than 750 cities in all 50 states 
have hosted demonstrations of 100 people or more.  But it’s even more 
extraordinary that it has struck a chord internationally as well, with events 
occurring in more than 60 countries and touching all continents of the world 
except Antarctica (Wikimedia: “List of George Floyd protests”). 
 Has it moved you?  Has it touched your heart and soul? 
 I ask that question, and in just that way, because of that gospel that I just 
read about Jesus’ ministry along the highways and byways of Galilee in his day.  
Jesus did a lot of moving about in that ministry, going to cities and villages 
large and small.  Teaching in the synagogues and preaching about “the good 
news of the kingdom,” Matthew tells us.   

And “curing every disease and every sickness.”  That was the part that 
really touched Jesus.  How many hurting people there were out there.  How 
many struggling people there were.  Broken lives and broken spirits.  He found 
them just about everywhere.  It moved Jesus.  It touched his heart and soul.  
And "he had compassion for them,"  it says in the gospel.  "He had compassion 
for them, because they were harassed and helpless." 
 It was overwhelming even for Jesus.  The sheer number of broken lives.  
The whole scale of the brokenness.  To the point where he says to his disciples, 
"The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few;  pray therefore the Lord of the 
harvest to send out laborers into his harvest." 
 That gospel is the story about how Jesus saw all this as his mission.  Our 
gospel and even the first lesson from Exodus are stories about mission.  Jesus’ 
mission.  The Church's mission.  Our mission.  
 And the basis -- the set-up -- for the mission is Jesus' own action that 
came straight from his own heart and soul.  "When he saw them, he had 
compassion."  It was that simple.  Compassion.  He saw the broken lives and the 
broken spirits, and his response was compassion for them. 
 It connects so much with why Jesus came in the first place.  Jesus’ whole 
purpose for coming was to bear God's love into the world.  Jesus came to BE 



God's love for us, for you and me.  And we see it issuing forth today in the form 
of compassion. 
 Have you known it?  Have you known God's compassion for you?   
 Have you ever been fearful?  For yourself, or for your children?  Have you 
known the fear of being out of control of whatever the future might bring that 
might hurt you or those you love?  Have you known the darkness of bad days, 
endless nights, depression and loneliness?  Then you have also known God's 
compassion, which brought you to the light.  You have known God's 
compassion for you, which did not leave you alone in your anxiety and fear. 

Have you ever hurt someone?  Perhaps unintentionally or maybe even 
intentionally?  A harsh word come too easily to your lips?  A careless decision 
made that brought pain?  Have you known hurt and guilt?  Then you have 
known God's compassion, which brought you to healing and wholeness.  You 
have known the treasure that forgiveness can bring to you, that restores your 
relationship with God and with others. 
 We have all been touched by God's compassion in our lives.  We have 
all known God's compassion.  It never abandons us.  As Christians, we firmly 
believe and state that it is God who does this for us.  We know it, and we count 
on it to be his promise and assurance.  We receive proof of that promise and 
assurance every time we make confession and hear the words of absolution.  
We walk in that forgiveness and receive it into us in every reception of Holy 
Communion.  We receive proof of that promise in the blessings we receive, 
including in our work in the church and in our interaction with fellow church 
members.  These too are signs that affirm again and again that we have been 
touched by God's love and compassion. 
 Jesus also knew God’s compassion for him. Just as you and I have known 
God’s compassion in our lives, Jesus knew God’s compassion for him in his life.  
And that love and compassion compelled him to have compassion on those 
who most needed it in in his day.  Out of that same compassion, he prayed for 
laborers for the world who would also have such compassion on others.  You 
and I are those laborers.  You and I together.  It's what the Church is all about.  
It’s to this that you and I are called.  To have compassion. 
 We in the church are not just concerned for ourselves.  We in the church 
can never be concerned just for ourselves.  There are lots of other groups that 
can do that.  Lots of social organizations and clubs, made up of like-minded, 
like-interest people that primarily come together for social reasons and to 
express their like-mindedness and their like-interests. 
 We are not like that.  The Church is not like that.  We are many-minded, 
but share one mind in Christ.  We are many-talented, but gifted by the one 
Spirit who gives us those gifts to share with others.  We have many interests, but 
we share a common knowledge and experience of God's compassion for us.  
We have a purpose for existing that is not just concerned with ourselves.  It is 
concerned for others – all others. 



 Like Jesus, we know of God's compassion for us.  And like Jesus we 
extend that compassion to others.  We are God's arms for loving.  We are God's 
hands for doing.  We are the vessels that carry God's compassion to others.  
That is our ministry.  To have compassion.  It’s that simple. 
 So, as we watch the events of demonstration and protest happening all 
around us, even in our own county, and across the world, do we see the 
people as Jesus saw them in his day?  “Harassed and helpless people”?  With 
broken lives and broken spirits?  Have you seen them as Jesus saw them in his 
day? 
 Today Jesus gives us a key for our response.  Have compassion.  Have 
compassion as Jesus had compassion.  Have compassion and let compassion 
reign in your hearts. 
 


