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 All three lessons for today deal with the Judgment that we can expect at the end 
of time when Christ returns and the dead are raised.  And at least two of those lessons 
set a rather ominous tone.  Says Zephaniah:   
 "That day will be a day of wrath,  a day of distress and anguish,  a day of ruin 
and devastation,  a day of darkness and gloom,  a day of clouds and thick darkness,  a 
day of trumpet blast and battle cry....  I will bring such distress upon the people that 
they shall walk like the blind;  because they have sinned against the Lord." 
 And then the parable that Jesus tells in the gospel speaks of a Judge who is 
"harsh ... reaping where [he] did not sow, and gathering where [he] did not scatter 
seed" -- a Judge who obviously expects something of his servants and who does 
indeed deal harshly with those who do not live up to his standards. 
 For more than six hundred years, the funeral masses of all Christians of the 
Roman Catholic church contained a hymn that clearly understood Judgment as a day 
of wrath.  It went like this: 
 
Day of wrath!  O day of mourning! 
See fulfilled the prophets' warning, 
Heav'n and earth in ashes burning! 
 
O what fear man's bosom rends 
When from heav'n the Judge descends, 
On whose sentence all depends! 
 
Wondrous sound the trumpet flings; 
Through earth's sepulchers it rings; 
All before the throne it brings. 
 
Death is struck, and nature quaking, 
All creation is awaking, 
To its Judge an answer making. 
 
Lo!  the book, exactly worded, 
Wherein all has been recorded: 
From it judgment is awarded. 
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When the Judge his seat attains 
And each hidden deed arraigns, 
Nothing unavenged remains. 
 
 Dies irae, dies illa, 13th c. 
 from Parish Mass Book and Hymnal, Cath. Book Pub. 1969, tr. alt. 
 
 
 And that’s just a portion of this very long hymn.  Not exactly a comforting 
picture, is it? 
 But then I find it necessary to ask, for whom will the day of Judgment BE a day 
of wrath?  For the Christian?  Certainly the ancient Dies Irae that I just read would 
seem to reflect that -- at least from the standpoint of acknowledging that even the 
Christian is prone to sin.  And the righteous Judge does not look kindly upon sin.  
Much of scripture witnesses to that. 
 I find it interesting, however, that Zephaniah's day of wrath seems to focus more 
on those who do not have or maintain a relationship with God or worship him.  The first 
verses of today's lesson state that, as regards the day of the Lord, God has already 
"consecrated his guests."  And rather than search them out, it says that he will search 
out and punish "the people who rest complacently on their dregs, those who say in 
their hearts,  'The Lord will not do good, nor will he do harm.'"  These are the people 
who might say they believe there is a God, but you'll never find them in church.  These 
are people who might engage you in religious debate, but don't really think God is 
much in control of anything, and so they figure life is what you make of it yourself.  
These are the folks who could care less about any talk of a Judgment Day and just 
merrily go about their lives without giving it much thought or reflection at all -- maybe 
even pooh-pooh the whole notion.  "God won't do anything, much less punish 
anybody." 
 Says Zephaniah, these folks are in for a rude awakening when the trumpet 
sounds on that Last Day.  And it will NOT be pleasant for them.  I suppose, for all that 
we know as Christians, we are not surprised at this idea.  We've been taught about it 
for years.  We've been taught to be ready ourselves, too.  Surely that was the theme 
from last Sunday's lessons. 
 But let me get back to the question I asked earlier.  Will Judgment Day be a day 
of wrath for us Christians?  The gospel would seem to indicate that something is 
indeed expected of us.  And not only the gospel says this.  There are other scripture 
passages as well. 
 The first letter of Peter says that Judgment will "begin with the household of 
God" (1 Pt.4.17).  Jesus says that "on the day of Judgment people will render account 
for every careless word they utter" (Mt.12.36).  That certainly gives one pause.  St. 
Paul makes that specific to Christians in his letter to the Romans, saying, "each of us 
shall give account of himself to God" (Rom.14.12).   
 The letter to the Hebrews says clearly, "The Lord will judge his people" 
(Heb.10.30).  And because the author of the letter knows this, and knows that there 
are expectations of Christians, he advises,  "let us consider how to stir up one another 
to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but 
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encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near" 
(Heb.10.24-25). 
 There.  The expectation is clearly laid out.  Christians are to be about love and 
good works.  Christians are to be stirring up one another and encouraging one another 
in their love and good works.  Christians are not to neglect worship and fellowship with 
one another. 
 The gospel says much the same in the parable for today.  The Master who 
returns expects that the servants have been busy investing what he has given them.  
Who is the Master?  God is the Master.  And what has he given them?  Grace, love, 
forgiveness, salvation.  And how has he expected them to "invest" what they have 
been given?  By telling of this Good News to others.  By sharing the love of God that 
they have been given. By love and good works. By encouraging one another.  By 
weekly worship and fellowship with one another. 
 For those Christians who do this, Judgment Day will NOT be a day of wrath, but 
a day of fulfillment, the day of salvation.  But for those Christians who receive the gift of 
grace and love and forgiveness from God and, like the last servant in the parable, keep 
the gift all to themselves without acting upon it or "investing" it in love and good works, 
Judgment Day will indeed be a day of wrath.  Says the letter to the Hebrews, "For if we 
sin deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a 
sacrifice for sins, but a fearful prospect of judgment, and a fury of fire which will 
consume the adversaries" (Heb.10:26-27). 
 The second lesson certainly agrees with these same points, but it also strikes a 
far more positive chord for us as Christians.  Yes, says St. Paul, Judgment Day will 
come "like a thief in the night."  And there will be plenty of people who are brought up 
short and quite surprised when it happens.  But it will not be so for us who are clearly 
working with God.  "You, beloved, are not in darkness for that day to surprise you like a 
thief," Paul says.  "For you are all children of light and children of the day."   
 We are awake and aware of God's doings in our lives.  We are awake and 
aware of God working in our world.  We are awake and aware that God will send his 
Son to return at the end of time.  And we await it with eagerness.   
 "Since we belong to the day," says Paul, "let us be sober, and put on the 
breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation.  For God has 
destined us NOT FOR WRATH, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus 
Christ." 
 That is the Good News for today.  God has destined us not for wrath, but for 
obtaining salvation through Christ.  May God keep us on his path of love, grace and 
forgiveness all our days. 
 


