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 In our lessons since Easter Day, we’ve been hearing stories of encounters with the 
risen Christ, and what that means for those who encounter him.  Today in our first lesson, 
Philip the deacon shows us something that comes from receiving the risen Christ.  Philip 
becomes a man who is SPIRIT-DRIVEN.  A man BEING LED BY GOD. 
 Philip is already an active layman of the Jerusalem church when we first encounter 
him in the book of Acts, chapter 6.  Active enough to be recommended for a leadership 
role when reorganization was needed in the distribution of food to the poor (Acts 6:1-6).  
That new role led Philip to a deeper sense of commitment, which then led to his role 
expanding.  Philip went from carrying food to the materially poor to carrying the message 
of the gospel to the spiritually poor.  And it happened by God’s leading. 
 When did that occur?  How did that occur? 
 It occurred first when a fellow lay leader by the name of Stephen was stoned to 
death in Jerusalem for his faith in Christ (Acts 7).  The first death for Christ.  Martyred for 
simply being a Christian.  It must have been a life-altering experience for everyone in the 
Jerusalem church. 
 If that wasn’t bad enough, a general persecution broke out after the stoning (Acts 
8:1).  The Jewish authorities were determined to kill off this new Jesus movement before it 
even got started.  That drove many of the faithful out of Jerusalem just to stay alive.  Philip 
was among those who left and went north. 
 Where he went was Samaria (8:4-5), to a people who had long been looked on by 
the Jews as "poor second cousins," because of their mixed Jewish and non-Jewish blood.  
Philip didn’t care.  He wasn’t put off by old discriminations.  What Philip cared about was 
sharing his Easter faith in the risen Christ with anyone who would listen.  And in that 
sharing, Philip demonstrated the power of the resurrection in his life and in the lives of 
many who were healed.  And the Samaritans received this Good News with eagerness 
and joy and were baptized (8:6-7,14-17). 
 I don't know how long Philip was in Samaria, but I don’t doubt that he made many 
friends while he was there.  It's just not possible to share faith like that without making 
friends and forming close relationships.  So I'm sure that Philip could have become very 
comfortable staying in Samaria and doing the Lord's work in that place for the rest of his 
life. 
 But God had other plans.  "An angel of the Lord," the Bible says in our first lesson 
for today, directed Philip to go south to Gaza.  And so he went.  And once he was there, 
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the Bible says that the Spirit made Philip boldly approach a chariot with an Ethiopian in it 
who was reading Isaiah out loud.  In pretty short order, this Ethiopian stranger was 
converted and baptized. 
 But Philip couldn’t remain with him very long either.  Again the Bible says, "the 
Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away," and the next thing he knew “Philip found himself 
at Azotus,” north of where he had been -- up the Mediterranean coast, not far from 
Caesarea.  
 By the time we get to chapter 21 in the book of Acts, Philip has settled in Caesarea, 
married a wife and has raised four daughters, now grown into adulthood.  The apostle 
Paul comes to visit, having himself been led there by the Spirit (21:4f).  And while he’s in 
Philip’s house, Paul’s final arrest in Jerusalem is prophesied by the Spirit (21:11). 
 The whole book of Acts is like this.  Everything is done by the Spirit’s leading in this 
story of the beginnings of Christianity.  Everything is by the Spirit’s consultation in prayer 
and conversation with other Christians.  This is HOW we know God’s leading. 
 Do these stories seem extraordinary?  I suppose they do at some level.  With all 
these references to angel visitations or the Spirit driving this person here or there, it can 
seem so very out of the ordinary on first reading.  Something that does NOT happen to me 
or to people I know, we might think.   
 And yet, I’m not convinced that it is all that extraordinary after all. 
 What I believe is that all ministry is directed by God, for the good of the Church and 
for the good of the world.  All ministry is directed by God.  And that directing occurs in bold 
ways and in very subtle ways -- so subtle sometimes that we don't immediately recognize 
that it is God directing it. 
 What I also believe is that God works through human agents to do his ministry.  It 
takes human cooperation for ministry to occur.  People function as the arms and legs and 
hearts and mouths of God doing ministry. 
 Not just any people, mind you.  Christian people.  People of faith are the arms and 
legs and hearts and mouths of God doing ministry.  People who believe in God and what 
he did in Jesus Christ for the sake of the world.  People who are OPEN to the leading of 
God to do ministry.  People who are RECEPTIVE to God's word and God's bidding as it 
comes to them. 
 And how does God's leading and God's bidding come to them?  People have 
described it variously over the years.  How did God lead Philip to Samaria to convert the 
Samaritans?  A persecution broke out, and Philip figured out pretty quickly that if he didn't 
get out fast, he was going to be "dead meat."  So he went to Samaria.  Once there, he did 
what was only natural for a faithful believer in the risen Christ.  He shared his faith. 
 Was that God's leading?  One could say so.  Philip probably said so.  To be sure, 
Philip was an active participant in the process.  He was:  1. Aware of what was going on 
around him,   2. Open to making a change in direction, and  3. Always willing to share the 
faith given to him in whatever situation he was in.  That made Philip "leadable." 
 So, where is God leading you in your life?  Are you aware of what's going on 
around you?  Are you open to what God might have to say about it?  Are you naturally 
willing to share the faith that is in you in whatever situation you are in? 
 This is critical for us as a church at the moment because of two things happening at 
the same time.  The first is our need to regroup and reorganize following a year of 
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lockdown from the pandemic.  It’s going to take all of us working together and working 
WITH God’s leading and guidance to make that happen.   
 And the second thing that is happening is the ongoing call process that will lead to 
a new full-time pastor sometime in the next year. 
 Both of these situations really do require us to be listening for the Spirit’s leading, 
just as Philip was.  I’ve spoken of these kinds of things many times since coming to you  
four years ago.  And it’s clear that when we have been open to the Spirit and followed that 
Spirit, we have been blessed by that same Spirit. 
 So  let us double down in our efforts here.  Remember to be faithful in ways like a 
our Be Faithful list continues to remind us.  Because it’s while being faithful in just those 
kinds of ways that we truly do hear and see God’s good word and good hand leading us. 
 And then adopt the posture in life that Philip did.  1. Pay attention to what’s going 
on around you.  2. Be open to what God might have to say about it, and open to making 
any change in direction that God seems to call for.  3. Be ready and willing to share the 
faith that is in you in whatever situation you are in.   
 Then you may be as surprised as Philip to discover where God might lead us.  It 
surely will be a blessing, just as Philip found it. 


