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 Today marks the 19th consecutive Sunday that we’ve been worshiping 
together online as part of our effort to keep one another safe and healthy during 
this Covid crisis.  That’s four and a half months that we’ve been out of our church.  
When you consider the mitigation practices that we were putting into place in 
late February and early March, we’ve been at this effort to keep the virus at bay 
for nearly six months now.   
 And where are we as a result of those efforts?  Well, none of us in our church 
have contracted this virus so far, although as I mentioned earlier Bill Koenig is a 
concern.  Nor have any of our staff or preschool kids gotten it so far.  We thank 
God for that.  But there still isn’t much good news to tell about our situation.   
 I took some time this week to study the vast amount of detail that the Florida 
Department of Health has been collecting and publishing on their web page, and 
here’s what I found.  As of Friday, July 24, the 409,000 positive cases in the state 
now includes cases in all age ranges.  That means that 6,810 toddlers ages 0-4 
have gotten it, as have 15,267 school-age kids 5-14.  The largest group testing 
positive is the 24-34 year olds, who make up over 81,000 cases.   
 On Friday alone, there were 12,180 new cases, and that included 233 
toddlers, 542 school-age kids, and 4,240 adults between the ages of 24-44.  Just on 
Friday.   
 The state has seen 5,777 deaths, including 124 on Friday alone.  124 deaths 
in one day doesn’t seem like all that much when compared to the thousands who 
have contracted this virus.  But that Friday number calculates to about one death 
every 10-12 minutes here in Florida.  Think about that for a moment.  One death 
every 10-12 minutes.  And while seniors over age 65 only make up about 13 
percent of all cases in Florida, they make up 82 percent of the deaths.  Ponder 
that for a moment also, especially you seniors. 
 For the longest time, we in Hernando County have been taking some solace 
over the fact that all this is mostly happening elsewhere.  But not so anymore.  
Hernando’s total of 1,450 cases now includes cases in all age categories just like 
the rest of the state. And that includes 20 toddlers and 47 school-age kids.  Daily 
cases, which used to average in the zero to three range, amounted to 69 cases 
on Friday, and that high number has held in the 40-70 range like that for the whole 
month of July so far.   
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 While there have been no deaths in our county under the age of 46, it is a 
sad fact that we added a new death here on Friday, making our total deaths 21.  
And take note, people over 65 make up 90 percent of the deaths in our county. 
 Those are some sobering statistics – especially considering that we’ve been 
at this for as long as we have.  And yet health experts and even our President 
warned this week that it’s likely to get worse before it gets better. 
 This is really hard, isn’t it?  My cousin John in Naples said it just that way this 
week.  It’s not that staying home is so hard in and of itself.  Rather it’s the fact that 
we have to be so mindful of everything we do.  We dare not let our guard down 
even for a minute without it having dire consequences.  If we dare drop our mask 
for a conversation with a friend or even a relative – if we dare touch the same 
thing that a bunch of other people have touched – if we don’t wash our hands or 
use sanitizer at every turn – we could be inviting serious sickness into our lives.  Or 
even death. 
 And it all just beats us down.  It demoralizes us.  It makes us weary.  And 
when we hear that it could get WORSE and last many months more….  Well, it just 
exhausts us and challenges our ability to cope. 
 How timely then is the message from St. Paul today in his letter to the 
Romans.  “The Spirit helps us in our weakness,” he says, as if he were writing to us 
today with the full knowledge of the situation we are in.  “That very Spirit 
intercedes with sighs too deep for words,” says Paul.  Yes, the sighing.  You know 
that sighing. You’ve been sighing.  I’ve been sighing.  Our total frustration and 
exasperation is known and shared in the sighs of that very Spirit of God. 
 And then Paul reminds us of something that we tend to forget when we get 
too focused on our lives and our problems.  Says Paul, “We know that all things 
work together for good for those who love God.” 
 For GOOD he says.  We hadn’t been expecting good, had we?   
 How so?  Because we who love God “are called” by God “according to his 
purpose,” says Paul.  In other words, we are KNOWN by God.  WHO we are and 
the situation we are in are KNOWN by God.   
 And not just now.  God has always known us.  Even before we were born, 
God knew us, Paul says, echoing the words of Psalm 139 (vv.13,16).  “For those 
whom he foreknew he also predestined,” says Paul.  “And those whom he 
predestined he also called;  and those whom he called he also justified;  and 
those whom he justified he also glorified.” 
 What does that mean?  It means again that we are KNOWN by God.  WHO 
we are and the situation we are in are KNOWN by God.  And this same God, “who 
searches the heart” sends forth his Spirit to intercede for us “according to the will 
of God,” says Paul.  In other words, God is in there pitching for us in all our trying 
situations. 
 If that is the case, then what can one conclude?  Is there any hope?   
 Paul says it this way, “If God is for us, [then] who is against us? “  If God is FOR 
us, then who is against us?  For God, “who did not withhold his own Son, but gave 
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him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else?”  Including 
hope in the face of tough situations?   
 But God gives us more than just hope.  “If God is FOR US…, [then] Who will 
separate us from the love of Christ,” asks Paul.  “Will hardship, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?”  Again Paul sounds like 
he is intimately aware of what we have been witnessing over these past months, 
doesn’t it? 
 Yet Paul does not say these things just to identify with another pitiful 
situation.  OR to give up hope in the face of the significant challenges that we 
face. 
 “No,” says Paul, “in all these things we are more than conquerors through 
him who loved us.”  Who is that?  God.  God, who loves us.  God, who loves us by 
giving his own son.  God, who goes to extraordinary efforts on our behalf to save 
us even from ourselves. 
 “For I am convinced,” says Paul, “that neither death, nor life,  nor angels,  
nor rulers,  nor things present,  nor things to come,  nor powers,  now height,  nor 
depth,  nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love 
of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
 That’s quite a statement.  That’s quite a statement of BELIEF.  That’s quite a 
statement of belief and FAITH.  And it’s a statement that we really need to take 
hold of and hang on to with all our might for the challenges of our present day 
and those that still remain before us. 
 The point is this. God will see us through.  God WILL see us through. 


