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 The Day of Pentecost.  The Day of the Holy Spirit. 
 It was the last promise to be fulfilled in God's plan of salvation through Christ 
until his second coming.  Jesus had promised it many times.  "I will pray to the Father, 
and he will give you another Counselor, to be with you forever, even the Spirit of truth,” 
he told the disciples.  The Spirit “will teach you all things, and bring to your 
remembrance all that I have said to you" (Jn.14:16-17,25). 
 Again he told the disciples after his resurrection:  "Do not depart from 
Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which you heard from me.  For John 
baptized with water, but before many days you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit"  
(Ac.1:4-5). 
 And yet again at the Ascension he told them:  "You shall receive power when 
the Holy Spirit has come upon you" (Ac.1:8). 
 Finally it happened, an experience like no other.  A rush of wind,  tongues of 
fire,  the Holy Spirit inspiring each and every one of those gathered that day.  Filling 
them with faith.  Filling them with understanding.  Filling them with the knowledge of 
God's unconditional love for them through Christ.  They couldn't help but tell others 
about it.  "I believe.  Jesus is MY Lord.  I believe, and so can you.  Whoever calls on 
the name of the Lord shall be saved" (Ac.1:21). 
 The Spirit has been doing that kind of work ever since.  Making people feel 
God's presence in their lives and in their experiences.  Bringing people to a knowledge 
of God through their worship and study.  Drawing people to their knees in confession 
and prayer, in order to experience – first-hand – the love of God for them.  Until they 
are so moved as to say:  "Yes, I believe.  Jesus is MY Lord.  God loves ME.  I believe." 
 That's what Pentecost is all about:  a first-hand knowledge of God.  A first-hand 
experience of God.  And those mighty winds and tongues of fire – well, maybe it 
doesn't happen that way in your life.  It sure doesn't in mine.  And yet I can most 
assuredly speak of God's presence in my life. 
 What’s noteworthy is that the extraordinary Pentecost story is not the only story 
of people experiencing God in the Bible.  The whole Bible is packed full of stories of 
personal experiences, and many of them are far less spectacular. 
 Take the woman caught in adultery, for example, in chapter eight of John's 
gospel.  The scribes and Pharisees had caught her in the act.  The law said that she 
must be stoned.  But they decided to ask Jesus his advice.  "Let whoever is without sin 
among you be the first to throw a stone at her."  No one moved.  No one.  Until they 
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finally dropped their stones and walked away.  Jesus asked the woman, "Woman, 
where are they?  Has no one condemned you?"  "No one, Lord," she replied.  "Neither 
do I condemn you," Jesus said.  "Go, and do not sin again"  (Jn.8:1-11). 
 This woman experienced God's love right then – God's unconditional love, 
God's second chance for her.  She must have been dumbfounded, especially 
considering her obvious guilt.  Precisely at that moment, the Holy Spirit began working 
in her life to move her to grasp that second chance,  to live a new kind of life,  to say 
out of her own experience, "Yes, I believe." 
 Or take another woman in John's gospel, the woman at the well.  A Samaritan 
and a woman, who would expect a Jew to speak to one such as her?  But Jesus did.  
He spoke to her with compassion.  He spoke to her about her problems:  her many 
husbands,  her many broken relationships,  the pain she was experiencing even then.  
And suddenly her pain was lifted.  She had encountered God, and the pain was lifted.  
Not because her current affair was over, but because she suddenly knew that God 
knew about her and her problems, and God cared.  That was her experience.  She 
couldn't help but run around the village telling everyone.  "I believe.  I know the Lord 
and the Lord knows me." 
 And it didn't stop just there, with just HER believing.  Many other Samaritans 
were moved to seek out their own experience, until they could say to the woman,  "It is 
no longer because of your words that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and 
we know that this is indeed the Savior of the world" (Jn.4:1-42).  The Spirit had 
touched them.  They had experienced for themselves.  They could say on their own,  "I 
believe." 
 The Bible tells us all kinds of stories of individuals who have experienced God.  
But these aren't the only stories.  Christians in every age come to a personal 
awareness of God in their lives.  That's why they are Christian.  We have all come to 
know God through our own personal experiences.  We do not believe because others 
have told us to believe.  We believe because we have experienced it.  The experience 
may not be earth shattering.  Nor is it just one experience.  But Christians can all point 
to their lives and say,  "At this point, God was working in my life.  And again at this 
point.  And again at this point." 
 That's the work of the Holy Spirit.  The Spirit brings us to that knowledge of God 
in our lives.  The Spirit teaches us what God's love is all about, and moves us to make 
our own confession of faith and say,  "I believe." 
 How have you experienced God, I wonder?  What brings you to worship each 
week to say your own “I believe” when we say the creed?  There is a truth that 
experiencing God, hearing God's voice calling us, does not happen without paying 
attention and listening for it,  without being open to God's call,  without being ready to 
converse with God. 
 How do we best do that?  Our Be Faithful List over there on the wall and at the 
end of your bulletin helps us.  Being steeped in the daily study of God's Word helps us.  
Being in Christian Education regularly and in worship regularly helps us.  Being fed at 
the table of the Lord frequently helps us.  Being in daily prayer helps us.  Because 
these are the places where God has promised to be:  in worship, in prayer, in study of 
and meditation on his Word. 



3 

 

 And when we do that, we are nurtured by the same Spirit that Christ promised 
to all his disciples.  The Spirit of Pentecost.  The Spirit of baptism.  The Spirit of truth.  
The Spirit who teaches us.  The Spirit who guides us.  The Spirit who shows us God in 
our lives and in our daily experience. 
 But what is most important about the Spirit’s work is that as we go about our 
daily lives, the Spirit reminds us of God always.  That’s the promise of today and the 
promise of Pentecost.  The Spirit will remind you many times of God's love for you and 
of God's presence with you as you go through the hard times and the good times.  We 
have most certainly experienced that in this pandemic.  We have most certainly 
experienced that as a church. 
 And every time the Spirit does remind you of God's presence, we will KNOW, 
we will EXPERIENCE God in our lives.  And it moves us to say the same words that 
the first disciples said:  "I believe."   

Say it strongly every time you say it.  Because saying it at all is the very proof 
that God is there and God is working in you. 
 


