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 I was particularly taken today by the message of our Prayer for the Day in its 
opening:  “Everlasting God, you give strength to the weak and power to the faint.” 
 Our Old Testament lesson from Isaiah repeats that theme as well:  “The LORD is 
the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.… He gives power to the faint, 
and strengthens the powerless.” 
 This theme was illustrated years ago in another lesson from the Old Testament 
lesson that used to be assigned to this day.  It was from the seventh chapter of the 
book of Job, where we encounter a Job who is none too happy.  Let me read part of it 
from the Good News Bible: 
 

Human life [says Job] is like forced army service, like a life of hard manual 
labor, like a slave longing for cool shade;  like a worker waiting for his pay.  
Month after month I have nothing to live for;  night after night brings me grief.  
[Job 7:1-3] 

 
 Job is not a "happy camper"! 
 But then I suppose he had a right to some complaint.  Most of you know his 
story, I’m sure.  At the beginning of Job’s story, he has a pretty good life:  big family, 
huge farm, lots of animals, terrific income.  By all accounts, Job’s life was infinitely 
blessed. 
 But then one day it all seemed to vanish.  Job's charmed existence didn't seem 
so charmed anymore.  Neighboring marauders came and killed all his beasts of burden 
and their attending servants.  Lightning struck and killed his flock of sheep and their 
shepherds.  Another tribe came and stole his camels.  And a great storm came and 
crushed the house where his children were gathered, killing them all.  As if that wasn't 
enough, Job then contracted a horrible skin disease that covered his body with 
seeping, scabby sores from head to toe.  (Job 1-2) 
 No wonder Job was in a bad mood!  No wonder he complained so bitterly to his 
friends.  No wonder he climbs on a garbage heap and proclaims his woes to anyone 
who would listen: 
 

When I lie down to sleep, the hours drag;  I toss all night and long for dawn.  My 
body is full of worms;  it is covered with scabs;  puss runs out my sores.  My 
day's pass by without hope, pass faster than a weaver's shuttle.  [Job.7:4-6] 
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 What's interesting to note about Job is that he firmly believed in God.  He firmly 
believed that all the good that he had ever known had come from God.  Even in his 
current bad situation, Job knew that God was with him.  And, at least in his head, he 
could acknowledge,  "The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away;  blessed be the 
name of the Lord" (Job 1:21). 
 But in his heart, Job didn't understand.  In the recesses of his heart, Job didn't 
like his situation one bit:  "My life is only a breath;  my eye will never again see good" 
(Job 7:7). 
 It's funny how otherwise good and faithful believers can get so caught up in their 
misery.  When things go well and blessings are abundant, it's easy to believe in God 
and praise his holy name.  But when things don't go the way we want them,  when 
things get rough and life becomes a struggle, how quick we are with the curses and 
the cries. 
 Job moods.  We get into Job moods.  And we think that our misery will never 
end:  "My eye will never again see good." 
 Yet Job's misery did end.  Not before God brought him up short for his self-pity 
and lack of faith though.  "Who are you to question my wisdom with your ignorant, 
empty words?" God asked him in chapter 38.  "Are you trying to prove that I am unjust 
-- to put me in the wrong and yourself in the right" -- just because you have a little 
misery in your life?  (Job 38:2; 40:8). 
 In other words, God wants to know just what makes Job think he's so special 
that he, apart from everyone else, should not have any suffering to endure.  God wants 
to know just how it is that Job thinks he knows better than almighty God exactly how 
his life ought to go. 
 It's the eternal problem we as mortal beings have always had.  We can't seem 
to let God be God.  We want to run it all ourselves.  We want to run our lives the way 
we want.  And that means we want it to be PERFECT.  And that, of course, means no 
troubles, no struggle and no suffering. 
 But the testimony of Job is that God might have other ideas about how it ought 
to go for us.  Will we let him?  Or, when it doesn't go the way we want, will we let our 
Job moods sour even our faith?  Until there IS no faith and no God to help us? 
 Job's story is an important story.  He endured misery that perhaps exceeds 
what most of us have to deal with in life.  Yet Job's misery came to an end.  The 
blessings Job had known early in life were restored to him two-fold, the scriptures tell 
us.  He became twice as rich as before.  No one could replace his family, of course, 
but God saw to it that Job was abundantly blessed with more children and more friends 
and more love than he had known before.  Job's old age was rich with love and 
affection.  And Job praised the Lord all the rest of the days of his long life (Job 42:10-
17). 
 When miseries come to us, we ought not forget that God will bring our miseries 
to an end as he did for Job.  God still has blessings in store for us.  God ALWAYS has 
blessings in store for us – right up to the time we die and enter the eternal kingdom.  It 
is for us to trust in God and to remain faithful followers through whatever trials and 
struggles that come our way. 
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 That is the testimony of the story of Job.  That was the testimony of our Prayer 
for the Day:  God DOES “give strength to the weak and power to the faint.” 

It’s not only the testimony and truth of scripture, it is the PROMISE, as Isaiah 
stated it:  “those who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength, they shall mount up 
with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.” 

This is an important testimony from scripture as we have entered yet another 
year of Covid-19.  It’s been so trying for so many for so long.  At this point, we’ve all 
been touched by someone we know who has caught this disease – neighbors, friends, 
family members.  And some of them have died. 

As if that isn’t enough, life and it’s complications have continued to happen.  
Members of our own parish community are dealing with other significant health 
challenges.  Some are even life-threatening.  It makes it difficult to just get from day to 
day.  As a result, it would be real easy to get in a Job mood for some of us here at Holy 
Cross.  Life just keeps coming at us, and it’s just not always fun or easy to deal with.   
 That's not to say that we don't believe in God.  I know that you all believe in God 
and look to God for help when we need it, especially right now.  And I know that all of 
you are praying hard for each other and for our church, and especially for those we 
know who are struggling the most. 
 But it can seem like too much at times.  It can be overwhelming at times.  So it 
would be real easy to get in a Job mood and just want to sit on a garbage heap 
proclaiming our woes to anybody who will listen. 
 But that's not what God wants of us.  That's not what God wanted of Job, and 
he told him so in no uncertain terms.  The terms apply to us.  Will we question the 
wisdom of God for what we have to endure in life?  Will we try to prove God unjust just 
because we have to struggle?  Do we have faith that God will see us through the 
struggle to the blessings of another day, just as he did for Job? 
 In every day and in every age, God wants faith from his followers.  From every 
individual and from every church, God wants faith from his followers.  In times of 
blessing and in times of struggle,  in times of happiness and in times of misery,  in 
times of strength and in times of doubt, God wants faith and faithfulness from his 
followers.  That's the testimony of Job and the entire Biblical witness. 
 And for those who DO have faith and trust that God will always see them 
through, God gives them abundant blessings.  That too is the Biblical witness.  You’ve 
heard me say it many times:  when we are faithful, we are blessed.  That is the Biblical 
witness. 
 It is the witness of Job, who lost it all, and regained twice as much.  It is the 
witness of Jesus Christ, who lost life itself, and was raised from the dead.  It is the 
witness of every baptized believer:  God still has blessings in store for us.  God 
ALWAYS has blessings in store for us.  All the way through to eternal life. 
 Job moods are understandable, but they are not the posture of faith.  God wants 
faith. 
 Have faith and trust in God in all circumstances. 
 


