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 When I think over the various bible stories and for that matter the whole history 
of salvation, it occurs to me that God’s biggest challenge has always been keeping his 
people together and focused on him.  What do I mean by that? 
 Well, gee, we are SO easily distracted, aren’t we?  Personally I find it hard to 
get through the Lord’s Prayer sometimes without ten other things coming into my mind 
to distract my prayer.  Well, maybe not ten, but you know what I mean.  Does that not 
happen to you too? 
 It certainly happened to Israel.  Again and again.  I talked about this at 
yesterday’s second Discernment Workshop.  Hardly had God guided them out of 
slavery in Egypt and begun to form them as a people at Mt. Sinai when the people got 
distracted in their devotion to God and started worshiping a golden calf.   
 Moses had gone up that mountain to receive the law from God’s own hand, and 
Israel KNEW that God had called him up there.  Israel KNEW that God had brought 
about those ten plagues that brought their release.  Israel KNEW that God had been 
taking care of them and guiding them and protecting them.  But suddenly their leader is 
gone up the mountain.  And now it’s a week.  And now it’s a month.  And now it’s a 
month and a half.   

“He’s not coming back,” they thought.  “He’s been killed,” they thought and even 
said aloud.  This receiving of the law was just taking too long.  It was taking longer than 
they expected it to take.  And they got distracted.  And they gave up on God.  They 
GAVE UP on God!  And went their own way. 
 Until, of course, Moses DOES show up with the stone tablets with the law in his 
hands.  And sees what they are doing in their distraction.  And destroys the golden calf 
and brings them to repentance and refocus of their faith, so that they are one people 
again.  One people of God again.  And God is their sole focus again. 
 Only this wasn’t the only time that Moses had to do that.  Not that there was 
another golden calf, but there sure were plenty of other times when the people lost 
patience with God AND with Moses their leader.  This journey through the wilderness 
was not an easy one.  And it had plenty of challenges and distractions.  Food 
challenges.  Water challenges.  Just keeping their patience and sanity was a 
challenge.  It was a LONG journey through the wilderness.  Forty years, in fact.   
 But then that forty years came about because of their UN-faithfulness as well 
(Num.14:33-34).  God had managed to lead them to the Promised Land fairly early on.  
But when they got there, they lost their nerve.  They again forgot who was leading 
them.  They again forgot whose hand would bring about the promise.  They again lost 
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faith and were afraid that the inhabitants of the land would defeat them.  And they 
moaned and groaned and complained as they did on just about every occasion and 
went on and on about how it would have been better for them to stay in Egypt 
(Ex.14:12, Num.11:18). 
 Isn’t that just amazing!?  They actually thought and said – more than once, mind 
you – that it would have been better to stay in Egypt -- in SLAVERY!  In “the good old 
days” – as if they had been good at all. 
 Well, that’s what got Israel into a 40-year journey.  Their UN-faithfulness got 
them a 40-year journey.  And what was the point of the journey?  To learn to follow 
God.  And love God.  And have faith in God.  And trust that God knew what was good 
for them.  And not get distracted.   
 When we come to the New Testament, I’m afraid the story isn’t much different.  
It still remains a challenge for Jesus to keep the disciples together and keep them 
focused on God and to trust God and love God and have faith in God. 
 Even in today’s gospel, we see Jesus atop Mt. Tabor, and something quite 
extraordinary is happening there.  Jesus is suddenly transfigured before the eyes of 
the disciples, appearing white as snow.  And standing with him are the two premier 
saints of the Old Testament, Moses and Elijah – both in conversation with Jesus.  It’s a 
huge sign from God as to who this Jesus is.  It’s a huge sign to the disciples that they 
should believe in him and in what he tells them about God. 
 They almost miss it though.  Peter suggests to Jesus that it was definitely good 
that they were witnesses to this.  But then he suggests that they build three chapels to 
commemorate the event. 
 What?!  He’s missed the point.  Peter misses the point.  Yes, it’s an 
extraordinary event.  Yes, this Jesus is the messiah that had been prophesied of old.  
And yes, even the likes of Moses and Elijah were there to attest to it. 
 But the point is what Jesus says.  The point is what he says and does.  And how 
he leads them.  And how he teaches them.  And how he brings them to faith.  And how 
he helps them to focus on their faith and on their God.  And how he keeps them 
together in that faith. 
 Just at that moment, when Peter is clearly distracted in his own understanding 
of what was before his eyes, God himself speaks directly from out of a cloud, to drive 
the point home.  “This is my son, my chosen,” he says.  “LISTEN to him!” 
 Listen to him, God says.  Pay attention and listen to him, he says to the 
disciples.  Listen to him, he says to the distracted Peter.  Listen to him, he says to all 
who would follow Jesus.  Listen to him.  And to him only. 
 Against the distractions that come your way on a daily, if not on an hourly basis.  
Against the distractions of family and job or lack of a job and finances and so many 
externals that bear down upon us.  Against the internals like our egos and our desires 
and our comfort zones and likes and dislikes and all that distracts us on a constant 
basis.  Listen to him!  And him alone.   

Moses said as much to the people of Israel when he came down from the 
mountain and found them distracted by the golden calf.  Listen to him!  Listen to God. 

Moses said it again and again as Israel continued to lose focus and patience 
along their long journey through the wilderness.  Listen to him!  Listen to God. 
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It was the call of prophet after prophet as they called Israel to return to the Lord 
from whatever new distraction had come their way.  Listen to him!  Listen to God. 

It is the call of God in every age to the people that he calls to himself. 
 It is such an important message from our gospel for today.  Listen to God and to 
God alone.  And yet I realize, even as I began this sermon, that distractions do – AND 
ALWAYS WILL – come our way. 
 This is also such a timely message.  We are forming a Call Committee.  We are 
entring the Call Process.  There’s suddenly a lot to do to get ready for this.  Surveys 
will have to be made in the congregation to find out what kind of pastor people want.  
Facts and figures about the congregation and about our mission field are going to have 
to be drawn together for our profile to show to potential pastors.  There will be forms to 
fill out and sign, confidentiality pledges to make, detail work of all kinds – and all before 
we ever get to the point of interviewing pastors. 
 And while the Call Committee is going about their busy agenda, life isn’t going 
to stop happening at home – for them or for us.  There are vaccines to get into our 
arms.  Covid precautions will still need to attend to.  People will still have doctor’s 
appointments and taxes to do and groceries to get.  Plus all the other daily tasks of 
maintaining a home and a life. 
 In other words, it’s going to be very easy to get distracted from the main task 
that is central to the call process.  And what is that main task?   

It’s just what God told the disciples from the clouds.  “Listen to him.”  It’s just 
what Moses told the Israelites again and again.  “Listen to him.”  It’s just what every 
prophet told the distractied people of Israel again and again.  “Listen to him.” 

Why?  Because listening for God is always our most important task.  Listening 
for God is what will always guide us in the right way, keep us together and keep us on 
God’s path. 
 Can we afford to get distracted by the distractions?  If the stories of the bible are 
any guide at all, then we know the answer to that question.  Every church and every 
people of God on a journey with God MUST keep their focus on him and him alone.  
God must be our motivator and the reason behind all that we say and do. 
 Listen to him!  That is the word of God for today. 
 


