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 It’s Labor Day weekend.  We usually think of it as the official end of 
summer and an opportunity for one last picnic or gathering or vacation before 
we get back into the hard grind of work and school and fall activities. 
 The connection of this holiday with labor is probably lost on many 
people.  But the idea of having a Labor Day holiday comes out of the Labor 
and Union movements of the late 1800s, when unionization became an 
important way to keep industrialists from taking advantage of common 
workers.  So the first Labor Day observances of the 1890s and the early 1900s 
included parades and speeches to show the strength of the Labor Movement. 
 One aspect of that movement still holds sway, however.  And that is that 
Labor Day celebrates the common worker and the importance of those 
workers to the success of a nation.  Without common workers and their labor to 
build up and maintain those things that keep a society going, we would be 
lost. 
 That message becomes very poignant this Labor Day because of the 
Covid pandemic that has put so many common people out of work.  At its 
height back in March, more than 20 million jobs were lost.  Things have 
improved since then, with jobs being added in each of the three months of the 
summer – except that that trend is downward, not upward.  Why?  Because of 
the lingering problems and surges of the disease.  The employment situation 
remains uncertain because of expectations of yet another surge with the flu 
season this fall and winter. 
 At the turn of the year, the unemployment rate was a steady 3.5 
percent.  In April, it shot up to nearly 15 percent.  The August report that just 
came out of Washington DC shows unemployment at 8.4 percent.  However 
those figures are different for different groups.  White unemployment is 7.3 
percent, while Black unemployment is 13 percent. 
 All of that makes this observance of Labor Day quite different than it has 
been at any other time in our lives perhaps.  We suddenly understand in stark 
terms the importance of the common worker and the dignity of labor to a 
vibrant society. 
 But instead of dignity this Labor Day, what we see is a significant lack of 
it.  There is no dignity in being out of work.  There is no dignity in being left idle.  



2 
 

In fact, the idling of our society in these past months has contributed in many 
ways to the flashes of destructiveness that we’ve seen.  An increase in child 
abuse.  An increase in spouse abuse.  An increase in crime.  An increase in 
stress, anxiety, depression and the related issues of insomnia, high blood 
pressure, diabetes, substance abuse and even suicide. 
 This is not the world that God intended for us.   
 When God created the man and the woman in Genesis, there was joy 
and love and dignity – “and God saw that it was good.”  God created a 
beautiful garden in Eden, and made “every tree that is pleasant to the sight 
and good for food,” and then took the man “and put him in the garden of 
Eden to till it and keep it.”  So these first humans had purpose.  And work.  And 
dignity in their work.  “God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it 
was very good” (Genesis 1 and 2). 
 But everything got spoiled when these first humans turned from God to 
choose for themselves.  They lost their home in the garden.  They lost the ease 
of their relationship with God.  They lost the ease of their relationship with each 
other and with the world around them.  They lost the ease of their work and 
their purpose.  Work and purpose remained, but now there would be hard 
labor and sweat in that work (Gen.3). 
 Yet for all the bad things that sin brought into the lives of humanity, work 
continued to have a dignity about it.  The scriptures emphasize that again and 
again.  Listen to some passages about work and labor from scripture. 
 
 Ecclesiastes 3:13 – “It is God’s gift that all should eat and drink and take 
pleasure in all their toil.” 
 Ecclesiastes 5:12 – “Sweet is the sleep of laborers, whether they eat little 
or much.” 
 Ecclesiastes 5:18 – “It is fitting to eat and drink and find enjoyment in all 
the toil with which one toils under the sun the few days of the life God gives us.” 
 Proverbs 16:3 – “Commit your work to the Lord, and your plans will be 
established.” 
 Isaiah 3:10 – “Tell the innocent how fortunate they are, for they shall eat 
the fruit of their labors.” 
 Colossians 3:23 – “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as 
working for the Lord.” 
 Psalm 128:1-2 – “Happy is everyone who fears the Lord, who walks in his 
ways.  You shall eat the fruit of the labor of your hands;  you shall be happy, 
and it shall go well with you.” 
 
 In scripture, work is not just a requirement and an expectation of life.  It is 
a blessing from God.  So it is right to talk about the dignity of work and give 
thanks for those who have meaningful work and labor, especially as that work 
touches you and me and makes our lives all the more enjoyable and 
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meaningful.  We will indeed give thanks for all this in the Litany of Labor that we 
will pray after the creed today. 
 But what of all those who do NOT have labor on this Labor Day?  What 
OF all those who are idle, worried, anxious and fearful?  Can we do anything 
more as Christians than just pray for these poor souls? 
 All the readings we just heard this morning point the way as they speak 
of loving our neighbors as ourselves.  But it’s interesting that when scripture 
speaks of labor and toil, it often connects work with the needy in a particular 
way. 
 
 Ephesians 4:28 – “Work honestly with [your] own hands, so as to have 
something to share with the needy.” 
 Deuteronomy 15:7,10 – “If there is among you anyone in need … do not 
be hard-hearted or tight-fisted towards your needy neighbor….. Give liberally 
and be ungrudging when you do so, for on this account the Lord your God will 
bless you in all your work and in all that you undertake.” 
 And in Luke 3:11, Jesus says, “Whoever has two coats must share with 
anyone who has none;  and whoever has food must do likewise.” 
 
 In other words, we work NOT just for ourselves and our families.  We work 
to share also with others.  We work NOT just to have two coats or a pile of 
possessions and food in the freezer.  We work and are blessed in that labor SO 
THAT we might share with those less fortunate that us. 
 Many of us in this church are blessed with incomes that have not been 
interrupted during these months of Covid.  Many of us have NOT had to face 
unemployment and the worry of supporting a family without an income.   
Surely these are gifts from God. 
 Let us therefore not forget those who have not been so blessed, but are 
struggling.  Give thanks for the work that they have done.  Pray for their health 
and welfare to see them through this struggle.  And share from your own 
blessings in loving ways. 
 


